
 
 

 
 

TOWN OF BLACKFALDS 
MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

Civic Cultural Center – 5018 Waghorn Street 
Thursday, July 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

Future Meetings: 
• Municipal Planning Commission Meeting – July 16, 2026 

 
 

 

 

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER  
1.1 Welcome to the Municipal Planning Commission. We like to remind members of the public in 

the gallery during meetings to adhere to the conduct set forth in Part 20 of the Council 
Procedural Bylaw.  

1.2 Call to Order  
1.3 Approval of Agenda  

2. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
2.1 In the spirit of Truth and Reconciliation, the Town of Blackfalds acknowledges that we are on 

Treaty 6 territory, the ancestral lands of Cree, Saulteaux (So-toe), Blackfoot, Métis, Dene (De-
nay) and Nakota Sioux (Sue). We acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, Inuit, and non-
status peoples whose footsteps have marked these lands since time immemorial. 
We recognize the inherent relationships Indigenous communities have with this land and its 
creatures and commit to supporting reconciliation and healing. We honour the resilience, culture, 
and contributions of Indigenous peoples, past and present. 
As we gather, we pledge to listen, learn, and take meaningful action toward a future based on 
mutual respect and understanding as we continue on our journey of truth and healing.  We 
recognize that reconciliation is not a single act but a lifelong journey—one that requires 
accountability, humility, and the centering of Indigenous voices. 

3. BUSINESS  
3.1    Approval of Minutes from June 18, 2026 
3.2 Development Permit Application 120-26 – Height Variance (57 Portway Close) 
3.3 Development Permit Application 79-26 – Side and Rear Yard Variance (5220 Lawton Avenue)  

4. CONFIDENTIAL  
None  

5. ADJOURNMENT 
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TOWN OF BLACKFALDS 
MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

July 16 2026 

 
TO:          Municipal Planning Commission 
 
PREPARED BY Billie (Scott) Parisien, Development Officer II 
 
PRESENTED BY Billie (Scott) Parisien, Development Officer II 
 
DEVELOPMENT:     Development Permit Application 120-26 

• Height variance for a proposed Accessory Building 
 
ADDRESS:  57 Portway Close (Lot 15, Block 9, Plan 092 744) 
 

DISTRICT:  Residential Single Dwelling Small Lot District (R-1S) 

 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
This Development Permit Application requests a variance to the maximum allowable height 
requirement to facilitate the construction of an Accessory Building (detached garage) capable of 
accommodating a vehicle lift and additional storage. The proposed height variance is not anticipated 
to create adverse impacts on neighbouring properties or affect the safe operation of the rear lane. 
 
As such, the recommendation is to approve the application subject to conditions. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The application before the Commission is for a height variance for the construction of an Accessory 
Buiding (detached garage) located at 57 Portway Close. The applicant is requesting a height variance 
of 0.82 m (2.7 ft) resulting in a proposed building height of 5.8 m (19.1 ft) to peak.  
 
The variance requirement was identified during 
the review of the Development Permit Application. 
The submitted site plan indicates that the 
proposed Accessory Building would exceed the 
maximum permitted height by 0.82 m (2.7 ft). 
 
Under the Land Use Bylaw (LUB), Accessory 
Buildings, including detached garages, are limited 
to a maximum height of 5.0 m (16.4 ft) and must 
not exceed the height of the principal dwelling. The 
principal dwelling on the subject property has a 
maximum height of 9.8 m (32.0 ft); therefore, while 
the proposed Accessory Building (detached 
garage) exceeds the maximum height permitted 
under the LUB, it remains substantially lower than 
the principal dwelling. 
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ANALYSIS: 
 
The intent of the maximum height regulation for Accessory Buildings is to ensure that these structures 
remain secondary to the principal dwelling, maintain the residential character of the neighbourhood, 
and minimize potential impacts on adjacent properties. 
 
The subject property is developed with a two-storey dwelling featuring a walkout basement and is 
located within an established residential area of Town. The subject lot, as well as the properties to the 
east, west, and south, are designated Residential Single Dwelling Small Lot District (R-1S) under the 
LUB. Properties directly north of the site are designated Residential Single Dwelling Large Lot District 
(R-1L). 
 
Notification of the proposed variance was provided to adjacent landowners in accordance with the 
Town’s notification requirements. At the time of writing this report, no comments or concerns have 
been received. A notification map identifying the properties that received notice is attached to this 
report. 
 
Administration has reviewed the application and determined that the requested height variance is 
minor in nature. Given that the proposed Accessory Building remains significantly lower than the 
principal dwelling and no concerns have been raised by neighbouring property owners, the variance is 
not expected to negatively affect adjacent properties, neighbourhood character, or public safety.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Municipal Planning Commission approve the application for a height variance to allow for the 
construction of an Accessory Building (detached garage) as presented in Development Permit 120-26, 
located at 57 Portway Close (Lot 15, Block 9, Plan 092 7444, subject to the following conditions being 
met to the satisfaction of the Development Officer: 
 

CONDITIONS 
 

1. Development must commence within one (1) calendar year of the issuance of the Development 
Permit.  Failure to commence development within one (1) year will cause this Development 
Permit to expire. 

 
2. The applicant shall ensure that the height of the Accessory Building (detached garage) does not 

exceed 5.82 m (19.1 ft.) 
 

Prior to Occupancy Conditions 
 

3. The proposed development shall be undertaken and completed in accordance with the 
approved plans. 
 

Development Conditions 
 

4. The exterior of the building, including painting, shall be completed within one (1) calendar year 
from the date of approval. 
 

5. Approved accessory buildings shall consider the principal building appearance to ensure 
compatibility and incorporate similar exterior colours and materials. 
 

6. The applicant is responsible for ensuring that no development or portion thereof shall be located 
over municipal lands, road rights-of-ways or municipal easements. 
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NOTES 
 

1. This permit indicates that only the development to which it relates is authorized, with the 
provisions of the Land Use Bylaw and in no way relieves or excuses the applicant from 
complying with the Land Use Bylaw or any other Bylaw, orders, policies, easements, covenants, 
conservation agreements, development agreements, provincial or federal statutes or 
regulations affecting such development. 
 

2. The Development Authority may, in accordance with the Land Use Bylaw in force and Part 17 
of the Municipal Government Act, take such actions as necessary to ensure that the provisions 
are complied with.  

 
 

ALTERNATIVES 
 
A. Refer the application to administration to more information  
B. Deny the application, citing reasons for its refusal.  
 
 
_______________________  
Billie (Scott) Parisien 
Development Officer II 
 
Attachments: 

1. Development Permit Application 
2. Site Plan 
3. Site Photos 
4. Adjacent Landowners Referral Map 
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TOWN OF BLACKFALDS 
MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

July 16, 2026 

 
TO:          Municipal Planning Commission 
 
PREPARED BY Candice Hilgersom, Acting Development Officer II 
 
PRESENTED BY Billie (Scott) Parisien, Development Officer II  
 
DEVELOPMENT:     Development Permit Application 123-26 

• Rear Yard Variance for Existing Accessory Building 

• Side Yard Variance for Existing Accessory Building 
 
ADDRESS:  5220 Lawton Avenue (Lot 17, Block 8, Plan 521MC) 
 

DISTRICT:  Residential Single Dwelling Large Lot District (R-1L) 

 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
This Development Permit Application requests a variance of the rear yard setback for an existing 
Accessory Building (detached garage) and a side yard variance for an existing Accessory Building 
(shed). Both structures have been in their current locations for many years. Administration has found 
no record of complaints related to either building, to suggest that they have created any adverse impacts 
on adjacent landowners.   
 
As such, the recommendation is to approve the application subject to conditions. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The application before the Commission is for a rear 
yard setback variance for an existing detached 
garage and a side yard setback variance for an 
existing shed located at 5220 Lawton Avenue.  
These required variances were identified during a 
request for a Certificate of Compliance.   
 
The survey submitted indicates that the existing 
Accessory Building (detached garage) is setback 
5.62 m from the rear property line.  The Land Use 
Bylaw (LUB) requires Accessory Buildings, such as 
detached garages, to be setback either 1.0 m or a 
minimum of 6.0 m from the rear property line.  The 
original Development Permit 20/96 approved the 
rear yard setback at 7.0 m; however, the building was 
not built in accordance with the approved plans. 
 
The survey also indicates that the existing shed (9.3 m2 in size) is setback 0.36 m from the side property 
line. The LUB requires that Accessory Buildings must be setback a minimum of 1.0 m from the side 
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property line.  Although a Development Permit is not required for this size of Accessory Building (less 
than 10.0 m2 in size), it must still meet the setback requirements of the LUB. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The subject lot is located within a predominately residential area of the Town. The subject lot, along 
with the properties to the north, south, east, and west are all designated Residential Single Dwelling 
Large District (R-1L) under the Town’s LUB.  
 
Notification of the proposed variances was sent to adjacent landowners; no comments or concerns 
have been submitted to date. A copy of the map showing the landowners who received notification is 
attached to this report.  
 
The Department has assessed this application and has determined that the variance requests are 
unlikely to negatively impact adjacent landowners.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Municipal Planning Commission approve the application for a variance of the rear yard setback 
for the existing Accessory Building (detached garage) and the side yard setback for the existing 
Accessory Building (shed) as presented in Development Permit 123-26, located at 5220 Lawton Avenue 
(Lot 17, Block 8, Plan 521 MC), subject to the following conditions being met to the satisfaction of the 
Development Officer: 
 

CONDITIONS 
 

1. The applicant shall ensure that the rear yard setback for the existing detached garage does not 
exceed 5.62 m. 
 

2. The applicant shall ensure that the side yard setback for the existing shed does not exceed 
0.36 m. 
 

NOTES 
 

1. This permit indicates that only the development to which it relates is authorized, with the 
provisions of the Land Use Bylaw and in no way relieves or excuses the applicant from 
complying with the Land Use Bylaw or any other Bylaw, orders, policies, easements, covenants, 
conservation agreements, development agreements, provincial or federal statutes or 
regulations affecting such development. 
 

2. The Development Authority may, in accordance with the Land Use Bylaw in force and Part 17 
of the Municipal Government Act, take such actions as necessary to ensure that the provisions 
are complied with.  
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ALTERNATIVES 
 
A. Refer the application to administration to more information  
B. Deny the application, citing reasons for its refusal.  
 

 
_______________________  
Candice Hilgersom 
Acting Development Officer II 
 
Attachments: 

1. Development Permit Application 
2. Real Property Report 
3. Adjacent Landowners Referral Map 
4. Site Photos 

 

 






















